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PARCH'MENT, the prepared skin of
sh-eep, goats and other animals, used chiefly
as a writing material. The heavy skins of
the old animals and of asses are used for
making the parchment of drum heads, while
the skins of calves, kids and unborn lambs
are used for making a superior quality of
parchment known commercially as vellum
and used for rare book-bindings, college di-
plomas and certain legal documents. The
first step in the preparation of parchment is
removal of the wool or hair. The skin is then
placed in lime to remove the fat, and is after-
wards dressed with scrapers and rubbed with
pumice stone to give it a uniform surface
and thickness.
PAR/DON, the remission of the penalty at-
tached to a crime. In the United States, the
pardoning power is lodged in the president
and the governors of the various states and
extends to all offenses except those which are
punished by impeachment after conviction.
In some states, concurrence of one of the leg-
islative bodies or a pardoning board is re-
quired. In Canada, pardons are granted by
the Crown, acting through the Governor-
General.
PARENT AND CHILD. In family life
the relation of parent and child stands only
second to that of husband and wife in dignity
and importance.
Legal Relations. Now children are no
longer considered legally the property of
their parents. Father and mother in general
have equal rights in the control of their chil-
dren; this principle is especially clear when
by unavoidable circumstances the mother be-
comes tie head of the family. Likewise their
obligations toward the children are equal,
subject to their respective financial abilities.
The parent may punish the child when
necessary, but for cruel and unjust punish-
ment he is liable to arrest and prosecution
for assault. Parents are entitled to the help
of a child in services about the home and may
lay claim to the earnings of minor children
who work for wages.
Children under age may not marry without
parental consent given to the officials issuing
the license to marry. Parents and in some
states grandparents when poverty-stricken
and unable to work may secure support from
children by a legal suit.
Social Relations. The child in the home
completes the family circle. No tribe or
nation is known to have disowned child-rear-
 ing completely. Usually every child born is
to be cared for until he is an adult.
Among primitive people infanticide or
child murder occurs when food is scarce,
when a rare sacrifice to some god is required,
when the child interferes with rapid escape
from danger or is born deformed. But the
world over mother and father love generally
bind parents and children enduringly.
Society has found that the parent-child
relation is so valuable that many legal and
customary regulations protect it. Children
cannot be taken from their parents without
permission of a court. Parents may defend
their children by force, may control and
guide them in matters of play, study, work
and of marriage. Parents may give their
property to their children in preference to all
other private claimants.
Out of the spirit of the family countless
social organizations have sprung up, serving
needs that parents cannot meet by private
efforts. Note especially the orphanages, chil-
dren's clinics and hospitals, societies for pre-
venting cruelty to children and for educating
them. In fact vast labors for the common
good of all mankind have developed out of
the inborn parental impulses that arise in
human beings everywhere.
Parenthood is a fortunate, a highly civil-
izing experience. The long period of infancy
and childhood is a blessing to humanity, since
it provides home experience and parental
training that are needed to keep future gen-
erations from falling back into barbarism
and savagery.
Related   Articles.     Consult   the   following-
titles for additional information:
Child Labor	Ethics
Child Study	Kindergarten
Child Training-	Parents and Teachers
Children's  Diseases	(below)
Children, Reading for    Pedagogics
Children, Societies for   Pschology
PARENTS AND TEACHERS, national
congress of, an organization of parents and
teachers with local and state organizations
throughout the country. The National Con-
gress of Mothers was organized by the help
of both men and women in 1897. The growth
of cooperation between parents and teachers
led to a change of name in 1908—National
Congress of Mothers and Parent-Teacher As-
sociations. The name at the head of this
article was adopted in 1924.
The organizations efforts are directed to
the following objectives: health and safety,
worthy home membership, mastery of tools

